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Building	  Blocks	  of	  Language	  

Varia%on	  at	  each	  level	  of	  language:	  
– Types	  of	  features	  we	  can	  examine?	  

– What	  processes	  can	  lead	  to	  varia%on/change?	  	  
– ConnecFon	  to	  the	  other	  levels?	  



PhoneFcs/Phonology	  

•  The	  study	  of	  speech	  sounds	  	  
– PhoneFcs	  =	  physical	  manifestaFons	  of	  sounds	  
– Phonology	  =	  representaFons	  of	  sounds	  

•  Phoneme	  =	  the	  smallest	  unit	  of	  sound	  that	  
can	  create	  a	  meaning	  disFncFon	  	  

•  Accents	  typically	  refer	  to	  phoneFc/
phonological	  differences	  between	  dialects	  



PhoneFcs/Phonology	  

What	  types	  of	  sounds	  can	  vary	  across	  dialects?	  
•  Vowels	  
•  Consonants	  
•  Suprasegmentals	  



American	  English	  Vowel	  System	  

BOUGHT	  

BOAT	  

BOOK	  

BOOT	  

BET	  

BAIT	  

BIT	  

BEET	  

BAT	   BOT	  

BUT	  

HIGH	  

LOW	  

FRONT	   BACK	  



Vowels	  

•  Monophthongs	  
•  Diphthongs	  

– Nucleus	  
– Glide	  



Vowels	  

Grieve,	  2014	  



Vowels	  
How	  can	  vowel	  systems	  be	  different	  across	  
dialects?	  =	  How	  vowels	  change	  over	  %me?	  



Chain	  Shi\s	  



Chain	  Shi\s	  



COT 	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  CAUGHT	  

PIN	   	   	   	   	   	  PEN	  

FEEL 	   	   	   	   	   	  FILL	  

MARY 	   	  MERRY	   	  MARRY	  



Mergers	  and	  Splits	  
How	  can	  sound	  systems	  be	  different	  across	  
dialects?	  =	  How	  sounds	  change	  over	  %me?	  

	  	   	   	  Shi\	  

Mergers	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  Splits	  



COT-‐CAUGHT	  



FEEL-‐FILL	  



FEEL-‐FILL	  



Consonants	  

•  NeutralizaFon	  
•  Adding	  consonants	  (inserFon)	  
•  DeleFng	  consonants	  (deleFon)	  



Suprasegmentals	  

•  Stress	  paVerns	  
•  Voice	  quality	  
•  IntonaFon	  
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Morphology	  

•  Morpheme	  =	  smallest	  unit	  of	  language	  that	  
itself	  carries	  meaning	  (words	  and	  meaningful	  
affixes)	  

Content	  
morphemes 

Func%on	  
morphemes 

Free	  morphemes ! Content	  Words	   ! FuncFon	  Words	  

Bound	  
morphemes 

! Bound	  roots	  
! DerivaFonal	  
affixes 

! InflecFonal	  
affixes 



Lexicon	  

•  Lexical	  item	  =	  word	  
•  Lexicon	  =	  set	  of	  words	  used	  in	  a	  parFcular	  
dialect	  or	  language;	  vocabulary	  

How	  are	  words	  created?	  How	  can	  words	  vary	  =	  
change	  meaning	  over	  %me?	  





















Lexicon	  

•  Isogloss	  =	  boundary	  between	  linguisFc	  
features	  on	  a	  dialect	  map	  	  



Lexicon	  

	  How	  are	  words	  created?	  How	  can	  words	  vary	  
=	  change	  over	  %me?	  

•  Broadening	  
•  Narrowing	  
•  Meaning	  shi\	  

– FiguraFve	  extension	  
•  Coining	  



Lexicon	  

What	  is	  slang?	  
Slang	  word	  v.	  lexical	  
variaFon?	  

“Slang	  is	  vocabulary	  
with	  ahtude”	  	  

(Eble	  2004)	  
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Syntax	  

•  Syntax	  =	  arrangement	  of	  words	  into	  larger	  
units	  (phrases/sentences)	  

•  O\en	  inFmately	  Fed	  to	  morphology:	  
morphosyntax	  

•  VariaFon	  found	  in	  auxiliaries,	  co-‐occurrence,	  
agreement,	  order	  



Morphosyntax	  

•  I	  don’t	  go	  to	  that	  bar	  anymore.	  
•  I	  go	  there	  a	  lot	  anymore.	  
•  Anymore	  I	  buy	  everything	  online.	  

•  The	  car	  needs	  to	  be	  washed.	  
•  The	  car	  needs	  washing.	  
•  The	  car	  needs	  washed.	  

•  I	  could	  maybe	  go	  there	  
•  I	  might	  could	  go	  there.	  



Morphosyntax	  

	  A	  few	  commonly	  studied	  morphosyntac%c	  
differences	  between	  AAVE	  and	  MAE	  

AAVE	   MAE	  

“He	  nice”	   “He	  is	  nice”	  

“We	  was	  going”	   “We	  were	  going”	  

“They	  be	  working	  weekends”	   “They	  [habitually]	  work	  
weekends”	  

“Don’t	  nobody	  know”	   “Nobody	  knows”	  

“It’s	  five	  people	  on	  the	  team”	   “There	  are	  five	  people	  on	  the	  
team”	  
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Language	  Use	  

•  Discourse	  =	  arrangement	  of	  phrases/
sentences	  into	  conversaFonal	  units	  (e.g.	  
“turns”)	  

•  VariaFon	  found	  in:	  
– discourse	  markers	  

–  turn-‐taking	  
– organiza%on	  of	  discourse	  



Language	  Use	  

•  Pragma%cs	  =	  how	  language	  is	  used	  in	  context	  
to	  achieve	  parFcular	  purposes;	  implicit	  
meanings	  in	  context	  

•  VariaFon	  found	  in	  when,	  where	  and	  how	  
linguisFc	  features	  are	  expected/acceptable	  


